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the new-born. In one case of typhoid fever enemata of
diluted creoline, administered with due precaution?, had the
immediate effect of reducing the frequency of the motions,
which gained in consistency and lost their fetidity. What
was still more remarkable was the change in the appearance
of the tongue, which in one day became moist and clean (it
was previously dry and baked). The improvement in the
general condition was no less marked, the headache disappear-
ing, and the patient (on the twelfth day of the fever) expressed
.a desire for food. From the commencement of the enema
treatment the temperature fell and from that time oscillated
between 376&deg; and 39&deg; C. The disease ran a short course, and
convalescence was early, the patient beginning to eat on the
twenty-ninth day. In this case a maximum of five litres of a

tepid antiseptic solution (probably of boric acid) was injected
from the twelfth day onwards. M. Dauriac asserts that
five litres of liquid suffice to fill the large intestine, to pass
beyond the ileo-cseoal valve, and to irrigate a considerable
portion of the small intestine. In two adults suffering from
catarrhal jaundice enemata of cold water and cold Vichy
water promptly (on the morrow) converted the clayey
stools into normal-coloured ones, and recovery very speedily
followed. In another case of diarrhoea and emaciation
of unknown origin complete irrigation of the intestines
brought away an entire t&aelig;nia, and all the symptoms dis-
appeared. M. Dauriac believes that the method might be
usefully applied in other diseases and conditions. For
example, the alimentary canal might be disinfected on
the eve of a major operation with great advantage to the
patient. When giving the enema to adults extreme gentle-
ness must be observed ; severe colicky pains are sometimes
experienced during the operation, and a pause should be
made to allow these to subside. When the liquid reaches the
stomach vomiting is induced. This is not desirable, and,
directly percussion reveals the fact that that viscus is begin-
ning to fill, the irrigation should be interrupted and the rectal
tube removed, when the intestinal contents will escape. In
certain cases chloroform might be administered in order to
render the operation possible.

Death of Professor Lefort.
In the demise of Leon Lefort, Professor of Clinical Surgery

at the Paris Faculty, the surgical branch of the profession
oses a worthy representative and England and her institutions
a staunch admirer. A short while ago I met him in consulta-
tion, and the news of his sudden death on the afternoon of
Friday last, at his chateau of Briou (whither he had repaired
on the preceding Tuesday), came as a shock to me and to all
who could recall his robust appearance and deep bass tones.
The deceased was only sixty-one years of age, having been
’oorn at Lille in 1832. His professional life began at the
hospital of his native town, where he remained until 1850.
’Coming to Paris, he was appointed an interne in 1853, aide
d’anatomie in 1856, and prosecteur (demonstrator of anatomy)
in 1858. He took part in 1859 in the Italian campaign in the
capacity of sous-aide-major. Graduating in 1860, he under-
took a tour in England, Ireland, Scotland, Holland, and
Switzerland, with a view of studying hospital hygiene and
management in those countries. On his return he issued a
m&eacute;moire in which he urged the necessity of reform in such
matters in Paris. In 1863 he was promoted to the dignity of
professeur-agr&eacute;g&eacute;. In the following year he was commissioned
by the Government to visit the principal hospitals and institu-
tions of Germany and Russia. He was a voluminous writer,
his special study having been that of hernia, hydrocele and
varicocele, as well as clubfoot. Next week I hope to supply
the readers of THE LANCET with a list of his writings and
with a few more details of his life. I can here only allude to his
goodness of heart, his kind manner, and his invariable courtesy,
qualities which, combined with a consummate knowledge of
surgery in all its modern developments, will render his place
at the Faculty of Medicine and in the hospital and operating
theatre difficult to fill. We English should especially mourn
his loss, for he always felt and expressed a genuine admira
tion for the practical common sense and judgment which have
enabled us to figure in the front rank as progressive surgeons.

Oct. 24th. 

miss

BERLIN.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Professor Virchow.
ON October 2lst Professor Virchow celebrated the jubilee of

his dcctorate, or rather it was celebrated in his absence. The

Berliner Medicinische Wochenschrift published in his honour a
specia "Virchow number," in which several of his most

distinguished colleagues co&ouml;perated to give some idea of what
Germany and the world owe to the great professor. To give
a sketch even of the work which he has contrived to
crowd into those fifty years and is fortunately still actively
carrying on would tax a writer of exceptional attainments.
There are but few men of his extraordinary scientific know-
ledge who have thrown themselves with his ardour and his
success into public work. What science owes to him is known
and recognised all the world over. He has been, in science
especially, cosmopolitan, and scientific work in every country
has received from him ungrudging recognition. On his return
from England in the spring of this year, in reply to the welcome
which the Medical Society of Berlin gave him, he said that
he took the attentions and honours shown to him in England
as not so much meant for him personally as for the repre-
sentative of German work and German science, and that so
his journey was really a kind of international mission which
he had gladly undertaken. Not so widely known outside
Germany, but all the more gratefully recognised there, is
Professor Virchow’s work as a public man. It is in a great
measure due to his initiative and to his untiring energy
as a member of the city council that Berlin owes its posi-
tion as one of the best, possibly the best, managed city
in the world from a sanitary point of view. The great
public hospital in Moabit was the result of his energy
and influence. To him Berlin owes the Kaiser and Kaiserin
Friedrich Children’s Hospital, which is a model of what such
an institution should be. The construction of the great
system by which Berlin is drained and sewered and the treat-
ment of the sewage by irrigation, which is undoubtedly the
system best suited to the circumstances, were in a great
measure due to him, for it was his report which finally subdued
all opposition and convinced the city council and the public
of the correctness of the proposals which he supported.
As Professor Hueppe justly writes, "the work which
Virchow has done in hygiene alone would be the
worthy life-effort of one man and will secure for him
the permanent thanks of his fellow-citizens and con-

temporaries." In work for the provision and good manage-
ment of public schools, public markets, and homes for con-
valescents, and in promoting the preservation and laying-out
of open spaces and public gardens, Professor Virchow has
been preeminently successful. His portrait is prominently
placed in the town-hall, and the citizens of Berlin know well,
and recognise heartily, what they owe to their great and
faithful fellow-burgess, who, in spite of years and many-sided
work, has never failed to respond when called upon for help
and advice. That he may be yet long spared to continue the
good work is the sincere hope not only of Germany but of
men of science and of practical philanthropy all the world
over.

University Statistics.
In the Academical year 1892-93 there matriculated at the

University of Berlin 369 students of theology, 1182 of law,
832 of medicine, and 959 of philosophy There were 8 deaths
amongst students. The degree of M.D. was granted to 182
candidates.

The Aecident to Professor von Helmholtz.
Professor von Helmholtz appears to be recovering from the

lamentable accident which happened to him on his return
voyage from America. According to the reports he was
seized with an attack of vertigo and fell headtoremost down
the saloon stairs, receiving a formidable wound on the fore-
head, from which there was considerable haemorrhage.

Professor B. Fraenkel.
Professor B. Fraenkel received quite an ovation at the

meeting of the Berlin Medical Society on Oct. 18th on
the occasion of the twenty-fifth anniversary of his appoint-
ment as official secretary to the Society.

Oct. 24th. 
_______________

VIENNA.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Ctcolera in Austria-Hungary.
ACCORDING to official reports not less than 1113 cases of

cholera have occurred in Galicia from Aug. 3rd till Oct. 17tb,
with a mortality of 58-6 per cent. During the last few days
the daily number of cases there varied between 14 and 18, the
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district of Stanislau now being the centre of the epidemic ; but
it is interesting to note that the epidemic, which is raging
over a district containing more than 1, 000, 000 inhabitants and
where the sanitary conditions are extremely rudimentary, does
not attain a higher mortality, so that it must be believed that
the disease has assumed quite a different character in com-
parison with previous epidemics. In Hungary, the disease is
said now to be spread over the whole country, and more than
50 cases have also occurred in Bosnia, but the disease there is
more widespread than severe. There have been few local
epidemics, while the majority of the cases have had a sporadic
character. At Budapest, however, a real epidemic came
under observation. At one of the military barracks last week,
where a regiment of Hussars had returned from Galicia, 55
men were down with cholera.

A Pasteur Institute in Vienna.

The Government has now manifested its intention of
founding an institute for antirabic inoculations in Vienna. It
will be in connexion with one of our large hospitals (the
Rudolfsspital) and will be under the charge of the pathologist
of that institute. Persons bitten bv rabid animals have now
to be sent to Bucharest, Budapest, or Paris for antirabic
treatment.

The Meetings of the Imp6rial--Royal Soeiety of Physicians
in Vienna.

The Society of Physicians in Vienna will hold its first

meeting on Friday in the new building, which is situated near
the General Hospital. This building, which has just been
finished, contains an ample lecture-room, with galleries, and a
large library with reading-rooms. The meeting will be opened
by an introductory address, delivered by Prof. Puschmann, ,,

" On Medical Societies in the Past and in the Present. "
Oct.23rd. 

_______________

RUSSIA.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.

Cholera in St. Petersburg.
THE returns of cholera in St. Petersburg for the past week

indicate a slight improvement upon those of the previous
week. In the week ending Oct. 7th (Old Style) 157 cases
and 72 deaths were recorded, while in the week ending
Sept. 30th the numbers were 195 cases and 99 deaths. The
following are the daily returns :&mdash;

Cases. Deaths.
From noon on Sept. 30th to noon on Oct. 1st 24 .... 9

" Oct. 1st " 2nd 18 .... 12
" 2nd " 3rd 25 .... 13

" 3rd " 4th 20 11
" 4th f9 5th 28 ... 8

" 5th " 6th 23 .... 11
" 6th 7th 19 ... 8

The Cholera Epidemic in the Provinces.
The increasing length of the cholera bulletins, issued twice

a week, has been sufficient evidence during the past few
months of the wide extent over which the infection is spread
throughout Russia. With five exceptions every one of the
governments of European Russia where cholera occurred last
year has appeared in the lists during the present year, and
one government (Kalisz, in Polish Russia) which escaped last
year has been less fortunate this. Of the sixty European
governments, fifty-one have suffered more or less severely.
The principality of Finland has not furnished one case of
cholera in either year. In the Caucasus the epidemic
has been extraordinarily mild in comparison with that of
last year. Four of the Caucasian provinces have escaped
altogether, and it is a remarkable fact that one of these is
Daghestan, which last year suffered more severely than any
other part of the empire. Even in the Terek and Kuban
provinces, where last year the cases were numbered by
thousands daily, they have in the present summer not once
amounted to a hundred weekly. By the last returns the
epidemic is diminishing in many of the Russian governments, ’,
notably in Podolia (563 cases and 234 deaths in the fortnight
ending Sept. 25th) and Kiev (287 cases and 91 deaths in the
same period). On the other hand, increased numbers of
both cases and deaths are recorded in Samara (308 cases and
142 deaths in the week ending Sept. 25th), Saratof (114
cases and 66 deaths), Ekaterinoslav (333 cases and 148
deaths), and some other governments.

Leprosy near St. Petersburg.
A society for the eradication of leprosy in the government

of St. Petersburg has just been formed in the capital, at the-
initiative of Count Tol, the Governor of St. Petersburg. A
considerable number of cases of leprosy were brought to
light last summer in this part of Russia, and the newly
formed society proposes to take active steps for the super-
vision and isolation of such cases.

Pixol a Cheap D6sinfeetant."
Permit me to add to my note under this heading in THE:

LANCET of Oct. 14th that extensive trials of this preparation
have been made in the cholera wards of the Obuchovski Hos-
pital in St. Petersburg, but with very unsatisfactory results.
The solution of tar is found to have no power to kill cholera.
bacilli, and only a slightly inhibitory power on their growth.
I have seen flourishing cultivations of comma bacilli obtained’
from dejecta after even sixteen hours’ exposure to the action
of the tar solution, which had been added to the dejecta in
the proportion of 2 volumes to 1. This must be held to.
dispose entirely of the claims of pixol as a disinfectant-at
any rate, as regards cholera. Most of the large hospitals in
this city are now independent of the use of chemical dis-
infectants for dejecta, as they possess the special apparatus
already described in THE LANCET for boiling all infectious
fluids before these pass into the drains.

St. Petersburg, Sept. 8th-20th.

Obituary.
HERBERT HARDING ASHDOWN, M.D. EDIN.

IT is with feelings of sincere regret that we chronicle the.
early death of Dr. Herbert H. Ashdown, which occurred at.
Coningsby, Lincolnshire, on the 10th inst. A week previously
he appeared to be in robust health-few men seemed mo
robust. Two or three days later he was seized with virulen
diphtheria, to which, after four days’ illness, he succumbed,
adding yet another to the list of victims which the deadly
malady claims, year by year, from the ranks of the medical
profession.

, Herbert Harding Ashdown was born in Northampton iii
1859. He received his preliminary education at home, and
later at the Edinburgh Collegiate School. In 1877 he com-
menced the study of medicine at Edinburgh University,
where he speedily,made his mark. No one was better known
or better liked among the men of his time. His student course
was a distinguished one, and he graduated with honours in,
1882. Thereafter, he received the appointment of Demon-
strator of Anatomy under Sir William Turner. In 1883 he
obtained, by examination, the position of Resident Physician
in the Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh, in association with
Professor Greenfield. The following winter was spent in

Leipzig and Berlin, whence he returned to Edinburgh in the
summer of 1884 to occupy the post of senior assistant in the
Physiological Department of the university. This was an
office after his heart, and he entered on its duties with much
zest and earnestness. The fruits of his labours were soon
apparent, both in the lecture-room and laboratory. More

especially in relation to original research did he become a
focus of interest, and his room in the laboratory came to be
the meeting-place of many of the more active workers in theschool. Unfortunately in 1887 circumstances occurred-
through no fault of Dr. Ashdown-which left him no choice
but to resign his appointment and sever his connexion with
the department. In leaving he was entertained at a compli-
mentary dinner and presented with an address by the great
body of his fellow teachers. The gathering afforded the best
testimony that could be offered to the signal success which
he had achieved and to the high esteem in which he was
held. With a keen determination not to drop the threads
of several researches which he had on hand, he sacrificed
more than one tempting offer and proceeded to London,
where he continued his work in University College. He was
nominated to the Fence and Houldsworth Scholarship and
prosecuted his physiological investigations with assiduity.
Of his published works the most important are: (1) his
memoir" On Certain Substances found in the Urine which
reduce the Oxide of Copper upon Boiling in the presence of


